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INTRODUCTION

Not all dogs diagnosed with a portosystemic shunt are surgery candidates and surgery will not correct all cases. In those patients
lifelong low protein diet and (if necessary) lactulose are the only option. Earlier studies have shown that protein source might have
an important influence on clinical signs of PSS and that diets based on vegetable and dairy protein sources lead to better results
(symptoms & survival] than those based on meat proteins.

AIM OF THE STUDY

To determine whether a low protein diet with soy as its main protein source [test diet) results in better scores for clinical
performance, biochemical liver function, and hepatic encephalopathy (HE) than a similar diet but with poultry as its main protein
source (control diet) in dogs diagnosed with a CPSS.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In a double-blind cross-over study, 16 dogs received each
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e No carry-over effect

» NH3:Significantly lower on the test diet (P=0.046)

e Hepatic encephalopathy scores improved on both diets
e Shorter PT times on the test diet (P=0.072)

e Higher fibrinogen concentration on the test diet (P=0.054)
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Both diets achieved a significant improvement in HE score. The soy-based diet (Test diet] did result in lower plasma NH3
and better coagulation parameters than the control diet.





